
1

Databases and KidsDatabases and Kids

A Natural MatchA Natural Match
Janet CaughlinJanet Caughlin

Janet-Caughlin@Janet-Caughlin@macmac.com.com

What is a database?
• A set of information that has been

organized in some way
• Telephone book
• Cookbook
• Class list
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Why should kids learn
about databases?

• The world is organized by databases
• Students search information sources

– Internet
– Encyclopedias on CD-ROM

• If they enter data and perform queries,
they’ll be better researchers

Why should kids learn
about databases?

• Allows students to analyze data
– See trends
– See connections
– Plan for the future
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Should kids create
databases?

• Primary level kids • Maybe

• Middle school
kids

• Probably

• High school kids • Definitely

Database Terms
• Record = All the information

for one thing, e.g.,
1 person
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Database Terms
• Field
• Control in Access

= Category, e.g., First
Name or Address

Database Terms
• Table = Looks like a

spreadsheet or
worksheet
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Database Terms
• Form
• Layout in

AppleWorks

= Cool way to view or
enter data

Database Terms
• Query = All the students

named Jones
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Database Terms
• Report = Printout of records

 Can be all records
 Can be a query
 Can be a table

Database Programs You’ll
See Today

AppleWorks

Access

Excel
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AppleWorks

Access



8

Excel


